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PREFACE. 


I aways, Sir, detested prefaces; I never read thems 


and I will not write one.—But Madam, said my obstinate 
adviser in your work a, preface is essentially requisite: to 
apoligise for its numerous errors. Again Sir, I cannot co- 
incide with you, for, in my opinien, an apology for an er. 
ror, is but a repetitien ef the fault, and a tacit insult to the 


reader’s cander and information, forwhose memory cannot 


recall the hackneyed line, 
i Whoe’er expects a faultless work to see, &c. 


And trust me, dear Sir, if the liberality of my readers cag- 


not extenuate the errors in the Regale; the weak powers of ~ 


my pen will be ineffectual, therefore I will not write a pre- 
face. A pause—He reassumed the subject. But Ma- 
dam, in their prefaces, every writer assigns their mo- 
tives for publishing the effusions of their minds ; 
and surely you, asa female, will not deviate from the 
beaten path. Humph, theught I, what others have done, of 


course I must-do. Patience and perseverance work mi- — 


racles.—and here was one done by mild persuasion. A 
woman’s will subdued. But what am I to-say to my rea- 
ders in this same preface? Shall I tell them what they 
already know ? That the work has a thousand faults, 
without one exienutting beauty, and 

¢ Beg f-r their kind inculvent eye and ear.” 
That is already done, said he. Well then, shall I say ? 

* Besautes and fiuits, sv .atck Re scattered here, 

Those we have read, ‘'e firs: did net appear.” 
Poh, Medam,’exclamed he, you are too hard upon me, for 
T really cannot furnish yon with ideas; and if your brain 
Is so vacant, Why the preface must remain unwritten. A 
long pause, for though a woman, I can be silent some- 





times, espectully when IT do not know what to say. Mean- 
tim’, like Trim with my uncle Toby, he renewed the at- 
tack. “He shall march, said my uncle Toby. Alas! your 
honor, he will never march, sighed ‘lrim, except to Hea- 
ven,” This preface must positively be written, Madam, 
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if only to assign your reason, for commencing your Tea 
Tray. Omy dear Sir, | can soon do that—a few words 
will sufhee, I wanted employment, to drive away dis- 
tressing reflections, and money for necessary purposes. 
Therefore | issued proposals forthe paper, and fairly in- 
vited every body that chose to pay six and a quarter cents, 
tomy Tea Tray. Good, replied he Now from various 
motives, six hundred and fifty persons accepted the invita- 
tion, and partook of my Regale.” The viands, like the rep 
freshments on a téa table, have not been solid, but I trust 
they have not been unpalatable, but rather wholesome, 
though perhaps not agreeable to all. © You see I am can- 
did; for to please six hundred and fifty persons, without 
one exception, would be a Herculean labour—nay, pre- 
sumption; and for me to imagine that all were pleased, 
would be folly. Ofthe aggregate I shall judge at the end 
of the year; when, if | have not five hundred guests. who 
are pleased, the Tea Tray, with all its appurtenances must 


fall to the ground, 
And what a fall that will bel”? 


PREFACE, 


But I deem it folly to barter peace for a false appea:” 
ance ; and if the reward is not equivaient to the expense, 
(which by the by is great, and the laber severe,) why it 
will be folly to persevere in my undertaking. ‘There, Sir, 
I have not only assigned my reasons for commencing the 
work, but also given the only one that will induce me to 
relinquish it. And if the city of Philadelphia will not sup- 
port one weekly pnbiication, I can only say, ** Low in- 
deed art thou fallen in mind, though exalted in prosperi- 
ty, and while abounding in taste, fancy and wealth, one of 
thy daughters must drink the bitter draught of disap- 
pointed ambition, and mortified vanity.”’ 

Forbid it, Othou genius of Columbia! Smile propi- 
tiously on my ** Regale,” bring to my ‘ Tray” a brilliant 
assemblage of both sexes, who will not frown, when the 
yest «ndeavours oftheir entertainer are exert-d. Though 
ihe Negale may not equal their sanguine expectations, 
let politeness whisper, ‘* she is but a woman,”’ 


* \Weak, vain, and erring,’’——- 
‘Therefore let us be pleased, although 
“We kuow ret why, or wherelure.” 























































PRCFACE. 8 


And now, while Hope so benignantly holds out her anchor, 
let me catch the prize; and ye h she may deceive, ~et, 
while on it Ilean, I will conclude with heartfelt thanks to 
those truly benevolent spirits in various parts of the Unit- 
ed States, who have aided and encouraged my enterprise. 
From New. England, .New Jersey, Virginia, Maryland, 
Delaware, and Pennsylvania, it has been prompt, liberal, 
and confidential. Many persons enclosing the amount of 
the year’s subscription in their first letters. Others, ad- 
ding to the list of subcribers, and forwarding the cash by 
the first opportunity, and trust me, though the 
Tea Tray should fall through, and the name of its E- 
ditress be comsigned to. oblivion, thanks willever live in 
her heart, and their-remembrance will create its warmest 
glow of pleasure, in future hours, when busy memory will 
reoal times long past over. And when perhaps the dark 
clouds of adversity may lower over her humble abode, 
their remembrance, like the healing balm, will dissipate 
the gloom for atime, and make her heart glow with the 
most delightfulof all sensations—gratitude without humi- 
liation. Under these feelings, 1 will concinde my preface, 
and subscribe myself theirs in particular, and the public’s 
in general, very humble servant, 
M. C.. 
TO THE WRITERS. 


Tothe writers of intrinsic merit, we return our sincere 
thanks for their assistance. “Those whose merit claims 
not praise, we must stili thank for good intentions; and al. 
though their modest compositions, to use the words of one 
of them, equals not Cowper, Milton, or Pope, yet in the 
forest, the jowly bramble has its place as weil as the tow. 
ering oak, and each has its admirers,—the modesty of the 
one, rendering the majesty of the other more conspicuous, 
That the Tea Tray has been a school tor Junior writers, 
is evident by the apparent improvement of many of its 
correspondents. Let tiem continue to improve; and at least 
one effort of its Editress, will not have proved abortive. 
To them, she will continue the lenient judge, till time and 
experience mature their ¢forts, and they wii im Su- 
perior to timidy: but pls igiarism underever) form will mect 
with 10 lenity from, ' M. > 
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The Dedicatiton and Index to the Poetry, next week. 








